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Nominations to the National Institute Board for the National
Institute for Literacy
July 24, 1992

On the eve of the anniversary of his his-
toric legislation for literacy, the President
today announced his nominees for the Na-
tional Institute Board for the National Insti-
tute for Literacy.

The National Institute for Literacy is the
centerpiece of the National Literacy Act,
signed into law by the President on July
25 of last year. The Institute will catalyze
the national effort to achieve full literacy
by the year 2000 by providing a focal point
for research, technical assistance, dissemina-
tion, policy analysis, and program evaluation
in the field of literacy.

The National Institute Board is being es-
tablished to provide independent advice on
the operation of the Institute, make rec-
ommendations concerning the appointment
of the Director and staff, and receive re-
ports from the interagency group of the
Secretaries of Education, Labor, and Health
and Human Services, as well as from the
Institute’s Director.

The President intends to nominate the
following individuals for terms of 3 years:
John Corcoran, of California. Currently Mr. Cor-

coran is the founder and CEO of the Brehon
Co., a commercial and residential real estate
building, development, and investment firm.
He also serves as a member of the board of
directors of the San Diego Literacy Council
and leads ‘‘Students at Risk’’ in-service work-
shops for professional educators. Mr. Cor-
coran’s story of overcoming a 48-year literacy
handicap has appeared on ‘‘Phil Donahue,’’
‘‘Larry King Live,’’ and ‘‘20/20.’’

Helen B. Crouch, of New York. Currently Ms.
Crouch serves as the executive director and
president of the Literacy Volunteers of Amer-
ica, Inc. (LVA). Ms. Crouch began her work
with LVA as a volunteer tutor in 1969. Since
that time she has served on the national board
of directors and as chairperson until her ap-
pointment as president in 1981. Ms. Crouch
is the past chairperson and founder of the Na-
tional Coalition for Literacy.

Sharon Darling, of Kentucky. Ms. Darling is the
current president of the National Center for
Family Literacy, Inc. Ms. Darling served as
the executive director of Literacy Concepts,

Inc., in 1987–88 where she served as a consult-
ant to the National Governors’ Association and
the U.S. Department of Education. As director
of the division of adult community education
for the Kentucky Department of Education
from 1984 to 1987, Ms. Darling directed the
adult literacy, community education, and GED
programs for the State.

Jon Deveaux, of New York. Currently Mr.
Deveaux serves as the executive director of the
Bronx Educational Services (BES) which he
founded in 1973. In 1990 a BES National
Training Center for Literacy Teachers was es-
tablished. Mr. Deveaux and the staff have
trained hundreds of literacy teachers from
around the Nation. Mr. Deveaux served as the
chairperson of the New York State Literacy
Council from 1988 to 1990.

Gov. Jim Edgar, of Illinois. Jim Edgar was inau-
gurated as the 38th Governor of Illinois in
1991. Prior to his election, Governor Edgar
served as the secretary of state from 1981 to
1990. As secretary of state and State librarian,
Governor Edgar created and oversaw a strong
statewide network of programs and support for
literacy. Governor Edgar’s adult literacy pro-
gram became a model for the Nation, and he
was presented a literacy award by the Amer-
ican Library Trustee Association in 1986, given
annually to an individual who has made an out-
standing contribution in addressing the prob-
lem of adult illiteracy.

Badi G. Foster, of Illinois. Mr. Foster currently
serves as vice president of targeted selection
and development for Aetna Life and Casualty
Corp. He is the former president of the Aetna
Institute for Corporate Education since its in-
ception in 1981. Prior to his work with Aetna,
Mr. Foster was the director of field experience
programs for the Graduate School of Edu-
cation at Harvard University.

Ronald M. Gillum, of Michigan. Dr. Gillum is
the State director of adult extended learning
services for the Michigan Department of Edu-
cation. Dr. Gillum has been with the Michigan
Department of Education for 19 years, during
which time he served as the director of the
adult occupational educational programs. Dr.
Gillum was the recipient of the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education’s Outstanding Leadership
Award in Literacy in 1985.

Benita C. Somerfield, of New York. Ms. Somer-
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field currently serves as the president of Simon
& Schuster Workplace Resources which pub-
lishes material for low-literate adults in public
and private sector job-related programs. Since
1988 she has also served as executive director
(volunteer) of the Barbara Bush Foundation
for Family Literacy. From 1986 to 1988 Ms.
Somerfield was Special Adviser for Adult Lit-
eracy at the U.S. Department of Education.

Susan Vogel, of Illinois. Currently Dr. Vogel is
chair and professor of the department of edu-

cational psychology, counseling, and special
education at Northern Illinois University.
From 1988 to 1989, Dr. Vogel served as the
director of research for the National Institute
of Dyslexia, following which she was the head
of the department of special education at East-
ern Michigan University. Dr. Vogel received
a Ph.D. in learning disabilities and commu-
nicative disorders from Northwestern Univer-
sity.

Remarks and an Exchange With Reporters on Arrival From Camp
David, Maryland
July 26, 1992

War on Drugs

The President. I have two brief state-
ments. In addition to yesterday’s meeting
with our national security advisers on the
situation in Iraq, which has been widely re-
ported, I spent considerable time today re-
viewing the antidrug fight in our commu-
nities.

Jim Burke, who heads the Partnership for
a Drug-Free America, gave me a very thor-
ough and encouraging report at Camp
David about the progress that our Nation
is making in turning away from the drug
culture. It’s happening; America is turning
off drugs. Problems remain, to be sure, but
impressive progress is being made on the
demand side of the equation, particularly
among our youth.

So he and I today reviewed the data that
shows a cultural change is taking place. Kids
are rejecting drugs. There’s been a 56 per-
cent drop in use by 13- to 17-year-olds in
one study, a drop of 48 percent among this
group in another. So these are very impor-
tant trends. In our workplace programs,
people are really putting out the effort. Vir-
tually 90 percent of our major companies
have highly effective programs, and compa-
nies are expanding a program called Drugs
Don’t Work. Our country’s getting the mes-
sage. At least 900 communities across the
country have organized antidrug coalitions,
and more of them are being formed every
day.

Now, we still have a serious drug problem

in the United States, with an estimated 6
million addicts. This drug problem is em-
bedded in every other social issue that we’re
dealing with as a Nation. So we’ve got to
do more. But I was very pleased with Mr.
Burke’s report on behalf of the Partnership
for a Drug-Free America.

Iraq
Now, on Iraq: Iraq’s belated announce-

ment that it will allow the United Nations
Special Commission to carry out an inspec-
tion of the Agricultural Ministry in Baghdad
does not alter the fact that for some 3 weeks
Saddam Hussein flagrantly violated U.N.
Security Council Resolution 687. Nor does
this announcement change the fact that Iraq
deliberately and callously harassed and
abused the U.N. inspectors seeking to carry
out their mandate. That mandate: Imme-
diate, unimpeded, unconditional, unre-
stricted access to any site the U.N. deems
warranted for inspection.

And yes, now, once again, Saddam Hus-
sein has caved in. While Saddam has bent
to the will of the U.N., the question remains
whether after this delay a truly effective in-
spection of the Ministry is still possible. The
real test of his behavior will be in future
U.N. inspections. Behavior along the lines
we’ve just witnessed will not be tolerated.

Saddam has long pursued a pattern of
willful noncompliance and obstruction of
the United Nations Special Commission.
For over a year he has lied about the extent
of Iraq’s weapons of mass destruction pro-
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